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President’s Message
Olena Kit, McMaster University

I am about to finish my fourth and
final year of my undergraduate degree at
McMaster  University, where 1  have
accomplished my most impressive academic
work, written dozens of essays and exams,
involved myself in a variety of extracurricular
activities, and also  rediscovered my
Ukrainian identity by joining the Ukrainian

students' organization on campus.

We all have our own unique medley of
capability and incapability. We won’t all be
straight A students, star athletes, or club
presidents. But what we can be is a group of
people at post secondary institutions across
Canada that is passionate about being
Ukrainian regardless of whether we are
Catholic or Orthodox; CYM, CYMK,
MUNO or Plast; born in Eastern Europe or
North America.

Passion. The one emotion you should not
live without while being a Ukrainian student
in Canada. Be passionate about your
Ukrainian roots, history, language, and
traditions, and these years as a student will

not only be complete with challenges and
memories, it will also help you preserve and
promote our vibrant Ukrainian Canadian
culture.

Olena Kit, SUSK President
president@susk.ca

A Case of Equivocated Democracy,
Ukraine’s Bitter Trial
Kateryna Ivanchenko, University of Ottawa

On October 11" a Kyiv court
sentenced Ukraine’s most prominent leader
of opposition, who is also the country’s
former Prime Minister, to seven years in jail.
A sentence that is only recognized as
illegitimate and politically motivated in the
rest of the democratic world, accuses
Tymoshenko for exceeding her authority in
spearheading a natural gas deal with Russia.
This verdict is the final shot in the face of
democracy that has never truly manifested
itself. The consequences are dire — the
country’s only chance that took nearly
twenty-one years to ascend, the “Association

Agreement” with the European Union, is
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the domestic political balance in favour of

fleeting. While EU leverage can tip

liberal democracy, Ukraine will witness the
pendulum swing further in the opposite

direction.

Unsurprisingly, upon imprisonment of
Tymoshenko, Yanukovych’s visit to Brussels
to further the “Association Agreement” has
been called off. Ukraine is forced to seek a
revival of its relations with Russia, to survive
economically and satisfy its hunger for much

holds in

Russia

resources

necessary

abundance.

With open arms Russia will accept Ukraine’s
further descent into economic dependence in
exchange for a discount on gas prices, with a
modest condition to set aside the idea of
European integration, and join the newly

proposed Moscow-led trade block.

A step in either direction will have its costs
and consequences. Freeing Tymoshenko and

reinforcing relations with the EU will pave

Ukraine’s way to democratic consolidation.
Without a doubt, the release of Tymoshenko
is a step in the right direction, but are the
consequences of spoiling an already hostile
primary
partner in pursuit of European accession, too

relation, with Ukraine’s trade
dire? An undeniable link ties Ukraine and
Russia through time and space. But has this
relationship always been a positive one for
Ukraine? Evidently not. It is not necessary to
bring up Holodomor, to get the point across,
but it is the most drastic of examples of the

which  this

disproportionately disadvantages Ukraine.

extent  to relationship
Drawing from the recent past, consider this:
cutting off heat in the midst of winter in
millions of homes to simply get a point
across. Evidently a portrayal of a stable and
reciprocally beneficial relationship at its

best...

Dwelling on that and the prospect of a
dark and dire
consider  the

standpoint of an average Ukrainian. Let’s put

further derailment to

authoritarianism, let’s
ourselves in the shoes of those who decisively
took a stand in defense of democracy seven
years ago. Tens of thousands of people who
Khreschatyk
Ukraine rise from its knees and hoped to see

it takeoff,

pathologies once and for all. At what point

resisted  injustice on saw

leaving behind post-Soviet
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ft did we lose the hope? Why did we

let go of the momentum of that newfound
The

supposed to have been a proud chapter of

freedom? Orange Revolution was
our history. It was supposed to have marked
the ending of our totalitarian past and paved

the way to our democratic future.

Seven years later, we see our values and
democracy on trial once again. We are
seduced by Russia’s promises of stability and
frightened by European Union’s lack thereof.
In the meantime in Ukraine, corruption is
absurd, freedom is silenced and people are
hopeless. Yet, we are not where we have
started seven years ago. “Association and
Free Trade Agreement” between Ukraine
and the European Union is within our reach,
thereby a hope to solidify our independence
and democracy for good. Let not the light of
compromise shed the prospect of the fight
for what is right. Decisively, collectively we

are to take a stance, to embrace freedom and
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independence, accept the temporary setback
it prescribes, and manifest a brighter future
for tomorrow. Ukraine’s citizens cannot
afford to see the sunset over freedom, dignity
and greatness, and for decades retrieve into
the familiar darkness of authoritarianism. For
all the reasons that united us seven years ago,
are all there still. “What seems to us as bitter

trials are often blessings in disguise” (Oscar

Wilde).
- Kateryna Ivanchenko

A Showcase of SUSK History: “Student”
Digitizing Project
Mila Luchak, University of Alberta

Flipping through old and slightly

—

tattered “Student/r ’ ’ magazine issues
dating back several decades is certainly eye
opening. You will find articles on topics that
vary from being strongly political to purely
light-hearted, such as documenting the
protests that student groups held over the
imprisonment of Soviet dissident and human
rights activist Valentyn Moroz to notices
regarding the “Garlic Recipe Contest”. Page
after page, one can see the rich history SUSK
has held since 1953, and the passion for
being Ukrainian Canadian is evident in every

issue.
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