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President’s Message
Olena Kit, McMaster University

While local Ukrainian Students’
Organization (USO) Executive elections
may be over for some post-secondary
institutions, the race for office is not quite
finished yet. The elections of the SUSK
National Executive still remain. Together,
the National President, Executive VP, VP
Finances, three Regional VPs (Western,
Central, Eastern), Secretary, External and
Internal Relations Director, Media
Director, Project Director, and Alumni
Director create the SUSK National
Executive. Together, the National Executive
has vast responsibilities within the
organization and to post-secondary students
across Canada. Together, this team of
twelve individuals is volunteering for a
yearlong term, governing the operations of
the Ukrainian Canadian Students’ Union
(SUSK).

Each one of the National Executive
positions is an enriching opportunity. To
apply and run for any of these positions,
you need not form a team or run a
campaign. You must, however, attend the
54 National SUSK Congress from May
10— 13 in Hamilton, Ontario. Ifyou are

interested in running, you will be
nominated for the position. The election
process gives each candidate the opportunity
to speak to his or her qualifications and
then the Congress delegates will have the
ability to question the nominees before the
election takes place. If you think you are the
right person for the job, check out the full
job descriptions in the SUSK Constitution
(http://susk.ca/about/susk-constitution/)

and join us in Hamilton for the National
Congress.
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The Annual SUSK National Congress is
also the time and place to share your
thoughts for the future of SUSK. You are
encouraged to submit your ideas as well. If
you are interested in submitting a proposal
or have any questions, please do not hesitate



http://susk.ca/about/susk-constitution/
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to contact any member of the current SUSK
National Executive, or feel free to e-mail me
at president@susk.ca

I believe we can create something amazing if
we all successfully execute our role in the
Ukrainian Canadian community. Help

forge a new course for Ukrainian students in
Canada. Be part of SUSK

- Olena Kit
president@susk.ca

Picturesque Years of Undergrad
Kateryna Ivanchenko, University of Ottawa

Hurried, on my way to class one
morning, I overheard a girl telling her mom:
“this is it.” Immediately, I was taken back in
time, to an occasion I had, five years ago, to
visit University of Ottawa’s campus for the
very first time. I thought I had my mind
made up, leaving campus. A year later,
however, when the occasion came to solidify
my decision, I was hardly so certain.
Eventually, after carefully weighing my
options, I made up my mind, to only
attempt to recall the confirmation of
accepting Ottawa’s offer, a few weeks down

the road...

Fortunately for me, my phone call to the
University of Ottawa did not go through

and a few months down the road, I was

packing my bags.

For the next several months, nothing made
me more anxious than my pondering on the
infamous “what if.” Eventually, the
contemplation seized to occupy my mind
and in retrospect of my entire
undergraduate career, with certainty I can
now say that I wouldn’t have had it any

other way.

The last four years were the most

extraordinary and exciting years of my life.
I've learned to sand my ground, defend my
point of view, while respecting that of
others. I've been exposed to a multicity of
opinions and had my principals challenged.
I've learned to forgive and let go, perfected
the art of negotiating and persuading. Had
my perspectives enlightened and contested,
while spending a semester abroad in
Amsterdam.

Being a part of the Ukrainian Students’
Club at the University of Ottawa was a
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unique experience that did not only help me
maintain my identity, but confide in a
bigger community. I have grown to be very
passionate about issues concerning the part
of the world that I come from, and will
enthusiastically continue expending my
horizons, completing a Master’s degree at

Carleton’s Institute of European, Russian

and Eurasian Studies.

Yet another decision that was hardly left to
fate, facilitated by a highly esteemed
professor of mine, who became much like a
mentor. A particularity of my
undergraduate degree, for which I am
forever grateful — the multiple sources of

inspiration I came across. Had it not been

for those professors willing to go out of

their way to invest the necessary knowledge
and confidence in their students, had it not
been for their passion and enthusiasm, I am

not sure I’d be the same person today.

Last, but not least, the certainty of “this is
it,” in respect to Canada’s capital as, really,
the place, for me. The university experience
that affirmed this was — rowing. Eagerly I
await the start of a new season and catching

more picturesque sunrises above Parliament

Hill.

Nothing makes me happier than the
satisfaction of knowing that the last four
years of my life exceeded my expectations in
every way. Every finish line marks the start
of a new race and with anticipation and
enthusiasm I await everything that comes
with it. Even if it means starting from the
very bottom once again and overcoming the
uncertainty of walking into that new

classroom for the first time.

At the very least, I am much more certain of
this decision, than of the one I made four
years ago. Although, I am just as anxious
and I can only hope that several more years
down the road I can look back to my
upcoming endeavor with the same sense of

satisfaction and accomplishment.
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